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TuurspDay, December the 2d, 





Nunc adbibe puro : 
Peétore verba, puer, nunc te melioribus offer.— Hors 


Tendere ‘ad Indos 
Auroramque fequi. 


To Mr Fitz-Apam, 





VIRG,. 


™ MONG the many reafons that 
me were urged againft entering into 
yap the prefent war, and the various 
» clamours that have been raifed 
eS fince the commencement of hofti- 
\ ities, I do not find anybody has 
’ confidered the importahce of a 
peace with France, in regard to the 
education of our young nobility : and I cannot but think 
our minifters would have been lefs hafty in their mea- 


fures, had they paid proper attention to an object of fo 
great moment, 





THIs 
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Tuis overfight is the more furprifing, as the dangers 
attending heirs apparent at home, and the aeceffity of 
travel from the age of feventeen to twenty-one, have 
long been notorious to all the world. Who would truft 
a fon in the way of pedantry and tobacco, party and 
elections, fox hounds and Newmarket ; of the bewitch- 
ing glances that lurk beneath a pompadour hat at Ra- 
nelagh, or the unadorned, but not lefs dangerous charms 
of the curate’s daughter near the manfion feat? On the 
other fide, who is not aware that, abroad, national pre- 
judices are deftroyed, the mind is opened, the tafte refi- 
ned, the perfon improved? And what muft be a farther 
confolation to parents, is, that the habits and manners 
contracted by young gentlemen in their travels, are 
likely to remain with them all their-lives after. It 
feldom happens that the Paris pump and Lyon’s vel- 
vet give place to the tight boot and fhort fkirt; or 
that a man accuftomed .to the elegance and loll of a 
vis @ vis, with cufhions of down within, and the var- 
nifh of Martin without, is fo abfurd at his return, as 
to trot ten miles before day in a dreary winter morn- 
ing, and pafs the hours due to hazard or a miftrefs, on 


the fide of a bleak cover, fhivering in expectation of a 
fox. 


As it is far from my intention to ftir up a clamour 
againft the advifers of this war, I fhall not enter farther 
into a difcuffion of the advantages of a foreign, or the 
evils of a domeftic education, but haften to my fcheme 
for the improvement of youth, in {pite ef our enemies ; 
the firft hint of which arofe accidentally in conyerfation 
with a friend, at whofe houfe in the country I {pent 
fome days laft month. 


We were walking in a park, decorated with all the 
variety of Afiatic ornament, which at prefent fo gene- 
rally prevails among improvers of tafte; when this gen- 
tleman, who is a leading man of that clafs, as well as 
a thorough zealot in the modern fyftem of education, 
took occafion to confult me in regard to the difpofal of 
his eldeft fon ; a youth about fixteen years of age, heir 
to a véty large fortune, and at prefent at one of our 


univerfities. My friend, I found, was very uneafy left 
: he 















No. 205. THE WORLD. 1231 


he fhould contract the ruft of the college, and moft pa- 
thetically lamented his ill fortune that the doors of France 
fhould beafo critically fhut againft a lad formed by nature 
for all the accomplifhments which fo eminently diftin- 
guith that polite nation. 


In refle@ing upon the good man’s embarrafiment, 
and admiring the feveral temples, bridges, and other 
edifices of Chinefe archite&ture which furrounded me, I 
was led to confider whether to fend our fons to PEKin 
inftead of Paris, would not better anfwer all purpofes 
of travel. And though you may ftart, as did my friend, 
at the firft view of this propofal, I doubt not, Mr. Fitz- 
Adam, but upon deliberation you will agree with me 
in many of the circumftances that I think muft render 
fuch a progrefs preferable to the other, more entertain- 
ing to the young gentlemen themfelves, more fuitable 
to the intentions of their parents and guardians, and 
more beneficial to their country. 


-Amonc the many confiderations which immediately 
occurred to me upon this fubject, I fhall beg leave prin- 
cipally to obferve, that the manufactures of China, which 
have hitherto reached us, bear the preference to moft 
of our own of the fame kinds, in fpite of European 
pride: and I am perfuaded thofe politer arts, which are 
the great objects of travel, are in a degree of excellence, 
well worthy our notice, among the ingenious people of 
that country, though they have hitherto made their way 
to us flowly and imperfectly, for want of proper tra- 
vellers. ‘The merchant and the miffionary (almoft the 
only vifitors of fo diftant a region) attend merely to thofe 
obfervations which regard the commerce and religion of 
their nation and fe&t ; the views of the one are too con- 
fined, and of the other generally too enthufiaftic to pro- 
duce the good effects which would accrue from the en- 
quiries of men of more enlarged ideas, and unprejudiced. 
fentiments. The prefent juncture feems marked by the 
good genius of this ifle for the moft important difcover- 
ies. How many young men of fafhion might be picked 
out, whom no one could fufpect of prejudices either in 
favour of trade or religion! and furely a metiled fellow 
could not hefitate in his choice between this route and the 
old 
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old beaten one of France and Italy ; where from a Calais 
landlord, toa Neapolitan princefs, there is dfamenefs of 
adventure that is become extremely irkfomé to a polite 
-circle in the recital. . A traveller will be greatly difap- 
pointed who fancies the tour of Europe will entitle him 
to attention at Arthur’s or an aflembly. Alas! after four 
years of expence, danger and fatigue, if he expects au- 
ditors, he muft have recourfe to ‘his tenants in the coun- 
try, or feek them about four o'clock on a-bench in St. 
James's park. On the contrary, let us fuppofe a young 
nobleman juft arrived with a drefs and equipage 2 /a 
Chincife, what a curiofity would be excited in the town! 
what entertainment, what admiration would it afford ! 
What triumph would he feel in entering a route, to fee 
at his approach the lover rife from beneath the hoop on 
the fettee, the dowager quit her cards, and all 


With greedy ears devour up bis difcourfe ! 


Ir would be a fevere blow to the French, Mr. Fitz- 
Adam, fhould the Chinefe fucceed to the empire of tafte ; 
and it is worthy remark, as I hinted above, and as others 
of your correfpondents have done before, what advances 
they daily make towards it. Without doors, from the 
feats of our dukes, to the fhops of our haberdafhers, all 
is Chinefe ; and in moft places within (at leaft where 
that fex which ought always to have the lead in elegance 
is concerned) Raphael and Titian give place to the more 
pleafing mafters of Surat and Japan. Should their drefs 
- and cookery become as fafhionable as their architecture 
and painting, adieu the moft flourifhing commerce of 
France: and I fee no reafon why they fhould not, if in- 
troduced by proper perfons. Novelty is the foul of both, 
and quicknefs of invention the fureft recommendation to 
the cock, as well asthe taylor. For my own part I have 
commiffioned my two nephews, who are actually pre- 
paring for their voyage next {pring, to bring over one of 
the greateft men they can find in each of thefe capacities ; 
and { flatter myfelf that zheir drefs and my table will give 
the tafte to the whole town. I have likewife defired 
thefe young gentlemen to contract for the beft dancers 
now in Afia, whether monkeys or men, and propofe to 
oblige the managers of both theatres with a Chinefe bal- 
let, that 1 think will engage to them the fupport of the 
whole fociety of Anti-Gallicans, 


Ip 
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Ir any young nobleman can want yet further encou- 
‘ragement for this undertaking, let him confider how 
emuch greater {cope there is to fhew his genius in the 
-conftruction -of a veffel, than in that of a poft-chaife; 
‘not to mention the many conveniencies and comforts he 
~will have about him, which a land carriage cannot af- 
-ford:: for -inftance, his cook, his toad-eater, his fet at 
“Whift, and, if he pleafes, his girl: for, bythe way, it 
~would be cruel in a parent to deny a fon, embarked on 
fo ufeful a progrefs, any of thofe amufements or re- 
fources fo generally efteemed innocent in other travels, 
‘and which indeed J have feldom heard that the moft 
‘{crupulous governor objected to in France or Italy. _ It 
is poflible that the article of fea-ficknefs may alarm the 
tendernefs of fome mothers ; but what is it more than 
‘the qualms of-claret? anda youth who has fhewn any 
:fpirit at-college, cannot have much to apprehend from 
‘that complaint. 


Anp here, Mr. Fitz-Adam, ‘I cannot forbear hinting 
‘to our patriots of what fervice fuch a fyftem of education 
would prove to our marine, the great bulwark of the na- 
tion. i am perfuaded it would turn out as good a nur- 
‘fery for failors as the herring fifhery: and what a re- 
fource would it be in any fudden emergency (like the 
-prefent.for example) if the numerous retinues of the gay 
-and great were able to go to a top-maft head! A fet of 
fellows, who now ferve only to.excite the contempt or 
‘indignation of their induftrious countrymen, would be- 
‘come ufeful members, and -be regarded as a hidden 
‘ftrength of the ftate. Who knows but fome of the 
young gentlemen themfelves might take a more par- 
ticular fancy. to-a blue uniform than to a -red one? 
and [ apprehend. it would as foon entitle them to the 
-efteem of their.country, and not be lefs becoming in 
the eyes of the -ladies. > 


But the point which will be thought of the moft 
importance by your ferious' readers, is ftill behind. 
‘It has beea remarked of late years (I fear with.fome ° 
truth) that the majority of our ycung travellers returia 
thome entirely divefted of the religion of their country, 
‘without haying acquired any new one in it’s place. Now 

, 98 


‘ 
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‘as our free-thinkers are, univerfally. known to be the 
ftrigteft moralifts, I apprehend. the, doétrine of Confu- 
, cius might have a very, good effeé&t upon them, and pof- 
fibly give them a certain plan, , which they, have all along 
wanted. In time! perhaps they- might  inftitute, fome 
form of, public worthip; and thereby remove the fcandal 
of atheifrn, which our enemies abroad, from the beha- 
viour of our travellers, are fo apt to brand us with: and 
it is my private opinion, that if a Chinefe temple were to 
be built by fubfcription, ina good quarter of the town, 
for the worthip of the polite world, it could not ..fail of 
fuccets. 


ee | Now, Mr. Fitz-Adam, leave you to comment upon 

my project. If it-is recommended from your pen, I 
doubt not but. it will be followed. We {hall then fee 
the new and old route diftinguifhed by the title of the 
GRAND and LITTLE Tour. It will be left to the enfign 
and the templer to trip to Paris, in abfence from quar- 
ters, ‘and long) vacation ; plodding genius’s, admirers of 
the claffics, philofophers . and poets will reach Rome; 
while the noble youth of more extenfive fortune and 
more general principles, the -rifing fpirits, born to take 
the lead, and fet a pattern to the world, ftrike outa 
path more worthy their genius, and more adapted to the 
‘cnlightened age in which we live, 


I am, 


S1iR, 


Your conftant reader, 


and admirer, 


Cc, 
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